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THE DOCTOR IS OUT:
HEALTH HAPPENS WHERE YOU LIVE, LEARN, 

WORK AND PLAY
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CURRENT HEALTHCARE 

EXPENDITURES?

$3 TRILLION/yr



Preamble to the Constitution of the World Health Organization 

1946 

“Health is a state of 
complete physical, mental 

and social well-being 
and not merely the absence 

of disease or infirmity”
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9.9.13 Health and Community Development



Source: www.smartcitymemphis.com/cartoon/toxic-stress/

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS
OF HEALTH

Poverty

LACK OF CONTROL TOXIC STRESS



IMPACTS OF 
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HEALTH = EDUCATION
Life Expectancy at Age 25



HEALTH = INCOME

Percent of Children with Less than Very Good Health



ACROSS ALL RACIAL/ETHNIC GROUPS
Percent of People with Poor Health by Income



…BUT POVERTY IS CONCENTRATED
Percent of People in Poverty (2011)



RAJ CHETTY, STANFORD ECONOMIST

IN CLIMBING THE INCOME LADDER, 

LOCATION MATTERS
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PEOPLE GET SICK BECAUSE OF THEIR 
SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS



Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Commission to Build a Healthier America
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IN DETERMINING
YOUR HEALTH…

44115



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IS IN
THE ZIP CODE IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS



Economic Hardship by City Childhood Obesity by City

Los Angeles County

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH
WORK SIDE-BY-SIDE



WHATWORKSFORAMERICA.ORG

Federal Reserve Bank 
of San Francisco &

Low Income Investment 
Fund (LIIF)



East Lake Meadows
Atlanta, Georgia

ZIP CODE IMPROVEMENT…
NEIGHBORHOOD-LEVEL



COMMUNITY 
QUARTERBACK



VILLAGES OF EAST LAKE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
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VILLAGES OF EAST LAKE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA



STAMFORD, CT



CONWAY CENTER 
WASHINGTON, DC



RESOURCES FOR 
THE NEXT STEPS



www.buildhealthyplaces.org

BuildHealthyPlaces.org











Healthcare is not health  Health happens in neighborhoods

Urgent need to address root causes of poor health and high 
medical care costs

Greatest impact through aligned investments addressing 
multiple social determinants

New partners in public health and healthcare  Help in 
measuring & financing ROI in health and social determinants

TAKE AWAYS: CONNECTING HEALTH &

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

BuildHealthyPlaces.org


